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had to do was to apply it, point by point, to what they
considered to be 'reality'. Their ignorance which at times
was appalling, could always be hidden behind a veil of
cynical condescension masquerading as scholarship. And
- there was nothing to prevent them from being frankly
contemptuous whenever the 'paralysed Eastern lobe' in-
terfered too much with their well-ordered plans and in-
tellectual hypotheses.

What happened in Europe during the last hun-
dred and fifty vears has frequentlv been compared to
that period in Western civilization known by the name
of Renaissance. This expansion of the mind, in the
opinion of traditional scholarship, was entirely due to a
re-awakening of that same 'paralvsed' Eastern lobe of
which Maeterlinck had sooken during the last war. Ac-
cording to Sir S. Radhakrishnan, just as the conscious-
ness of Europe 'was enlarged in the period of the Re-
naissance by the revelation of the classical culture of
Greece and Rome, there is a sudden growth of the spi-
rit today effected bv the new inheritance of Asia, with
which India is linked up ** Such a statement, however
justified in a general manner of speaking, requires some
qualifications. What exactly is meant by the 'growth
of the spirit today' ? Does this growth comprise the
whole of Europe or only some privileged countries ?
Does it include all the population groups of a country re-
gardless of its social or economic structure, or does it
apply only to a minority group, an elite of intellectuals,
scholars, and poets ? Has this growth of the spirit during
the last hundred and fifty years in any fundamental way
affected the thought or behaviour patterns of the people

* Eastern Religions and Western ttoueht.   Oxford 1939, p. 115,